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“Vines University: Listening and Hearing” 
Script 5 

by 
Rachel Benjamin 

 
 
 

What Is there a difference between hearing and listening? Tom’s about to find out. 
Join the VU students as they learn the importance of silencing their voices and 
listening. Themes: Abiding in Christ, Growing, Listening, Resting, and Children’s 
Drama 

 
Who English Ivy "Ivy"  

Cayenne pepper "Cay"  
Thomas Beef Steak "Tom" 

Mandeville "Mandy"  
Professor Pumpkin  
Various students 

 

 
When Modern Day 
 
Wear 
(Props) 

Books 
Papers 
Pencils  
Book Bags  
Desks & Chairs 

 
Why Proverbs 19:20, I Kings 19:11-13, Isaiah 30:15 Like vines need to go through a 

period of dormancy to sustain long-term growth, there are times in our faith 
walk when we need to be quiet before the Lord and simply listen and rest. 

 
How The setting is a lecture hall. Ideally the professor would be angled upstage, so 

that the students would be seated on an angle from upstage left to downstage 
right. This would enable the audience to see the student's faces, while still 
having the illusion that the students are facing the professor. 

 
Time Approximately 5 minutes 
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Various students are sitting at desks. Professor Pumpkin is upstage and Tom, Cay, 
Mandy, and Ivy are seated downstage. As they interact with each other they turn 
towards the audience. 

Professor: I was not impressed with last week's tests scores. Therefore, I will be 
requiring each of you to review last week's material and write a five-
page essay addressing the following topic. 

She fades out, but mimes still teaching. 

The following dialogues takes place in a stage whisper. 

Tom: Hey, Poison, 

Ivy ignores him. 

Tom: Poison! 

Ivy is clearly annoyed that he is interrupting the lecture. 

Ivy: It's Ivy. My name is just Ivy. English Ivy is fine, if you feel the need to get 
specific but— 

Tom: (not listening to her, he interrupts) Some of us are going to a movie 
tonight. Want to come? 

Ivy: I think I'm going to be working on our essay. 

Ivy goes back to listening to Professor. She is intently listening and taking notes. 

Mandy: (to Tom) Can I come? 

Tom: Sure. We're leaving right after dinner. 

Cay: It'll be good to get off campus for a bit. 

Tom: Poison, are you sure you have to study? Our exam isn't for another week. 

Ivy: (without taking her eyes off Professor) I won't be studying; I'll be 
working on our essay. 

Cay: What essay? 

Ivy points to Professor Pumpkin. 

Ivy: That essay. Aren't you listening? 

Tom: This is so boring. 
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Cay: Tell me about it. 

Tom: These lectures are a waste of our time. 

Mandy: We already know all this stuff. 

Tom: I've been living on a vine since I was a seedling. How much more can I 
learn? 

Ivy: She's talking about how we didn't do well on the last exam. 

Tom: Are you really getting anything out of this? 

Mandy: She just says the same thing over and over and over. 

Cay: I've heard this all before. Haven't you? 

Mandy: I've read the textbooks. 

Tom: Watched the videos. 

Cay: Done my homework. 

Mandy: She sounds like a broken record.  

Tom: What else do I need to learn? 

Ivy: So you know all about growing on a vine? 

Tom: Sure do. 

Professor: Thomas? 

Tom: Yes, ma’am. 

Professor: Do you have the answer? 

Tom: To what? 

Professor: The question I just asked the class. 

Tom looks to Ivy for help. 

Ivy: (she whispers to Tom) In order to sustain long-term growth a vine must 
go through a period of rest and regeneration. We call this time what? 

Silence. 

Tom shrugs. 
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Ivy: (whispering to Tom) Dormancy. Vines go through a time of dormancy. 

Tom: Dormancy. 

Professor: That is correct. 

Professor Pumpkin continues to mime teaching. 

Ivy goes back to paying attention. 

Tom: Poison.  

Ivy ignores him. 

Tom: Hey, Poison. 

Ivy: (frustrated that he is once again interrupting the lecture) It's Ivy. Just Ivy. 

Tom: I've heard— 

Ivy: (interrupting) I'm not talking about just hearing. You don't listen, really 
listen. There's a difference, you know. 

Tom: Between hearing and listening? 

Ivy: Yup. 

Tom: Like what? 

Ivy: My name for example. 

Tom: Isn't Poison. I get it. 

Ivy: Do you? You hear me correct you, but if you truly listened, you'd know 
how much it bothers me. 

Tom: Sorry. 

Ivy: (getting more frustrated) I'm not here at University just for fun. I want to 
learn this stuff. 

Cay: So do I. 

Mandy: Me too. 

Ivy: Well, it's not enough to sit in class and just hear things. You have to 
listen to what you're hearing. 

Ivy determinedly turns away from the conversation and listens to Professor Pumpkin. 
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Professor: Thomas? 

Tom: Yes? 

Professor: The answer? 

Tom: I didn't hear the question. 

Professor: I don't think there is anything wrong with your ears, Thomas. You can 
hear me just fine. The question is whether or not you are listening. 

Ivy raises her hand. Professor Pumpkin motions for her to answer. 

Ivy: Long-term growth. 

Professor: That is correct. Rest and regeneration, also known as a time of 
dormancy, sustains long-term growth. Now, turn to page 29 in your 
textbooks. Let's review how each vine can best utilize this time of rest. 

Professor Pumpkin looks over at Tom's desk. 

Professor: Thomas. 

Tom: I'm listening. I'm listening. 

Professor: Good. I'll be expecting you to answer one question during this class 
time without Ivy's help. 

Professor Pumpkin looks back down at her book. 

Professor: Mandy, can you start reading on page 29, the second paragraph. 

Mandy opens her book and begins reading aloud. 

Mandy: Many perennial plants, including the grapevine enter a time of 
dormancy each year in order to sustain long term growth. 

Lights down. 
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